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TO JAMES MADISON J. MSS.

Monticello Aug. 23, 99.

With this you will receive the IVd nails desired in your memorandum, that is to say 25.

lb weighing about to the lb. Probably they yield something more than a thousand to that

weight, not being so uniform as they ought to be. We are now working up some remnants

of hoops of different breadths till the arrival of a supply of proper size from Philadelphia.

They are # per pound consequently come cheap. The error in the nails sent before was as

I entered the memorandum in my book from his dictation and he saw them weighed out

according to that.

Mrs. Madison will see that Lumsden your plasterer, lives about 10. or 15. miles from you &

that an opportunity may perhaps be found of conveying him a letter. I trouble you with one,

open, which when read be so good as to seal & forward by any opportunity you approve.

I inclose you a letter I received from Colo. Nicholas three days ago. It is so advantageous

that Virginia & Kentucky should pursue the same track on this occasion & a difference

of plan would give such advantage to the Consolidationers that I would immediately see

you at your own house, but that we have a stranger [ illegible ] whose state has been very

critical & who would suffer in spirits at least very substantially by my absence. I shall not

answer [ illegible ] but the opportunity is certainly a valuable one for producing a concert of

action. I will in the mean time give you my ideas on reflection. That the principles already
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advanced by Virginia & Kentucky are not to be yielded in silence I presume we all agree.

I would propose a declaration or resolution by their legislatures on the plan. 1st. answer

this reasoning: if such of the states as have ventured into the field of reason, & that of the

comm [ illegible ].1

1 See page 79, for the evident text lacking here.


